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Ambassador, and his suite, who had reached Isfahan at the end of July,
1737, left for Nadirabad at the beginning of February, 1738, accom-
panied by 'Abdu'1-Baqi Khan ; the two Ambassadors reached Nadirabad
on the ipth May.1 On being received by Nadir, Mustafa Pasha delivered
a letter from the Sultan in which he offered excuses for his inability to
recognise the Ja'fari sect2 or to agree to the erection of a fifth pillar in the
Ka'ba; the Sultan also stated that the sending of the Persian pilgrims
to Mecca via Syria might give rise to trouble. He concluded by begging
Nadir to excuse his acceptance of the first two points. In regard to the
third point, he suggested that the Persian pilgrims should proceed to Mecca
via Najaf; if they would use this route, measures would be taken for their
protection and well-being.
Nadir in reply informed Mustafa Pasha and his advisers that the
questions of the Ja'fari sect and the fifth pillar for the Ka'ba, were, in his
view, the most important part of the treaty, and that the matter required
further elucidation. He, therefore, appointed 'Ali Mardan Khan Shamlu,
the former envoy to the Mughal Emperor, Ambassador to Turkey, and
instructed him to accompany Mustafa Pasha back to Constantinople,
where the points at issue were to be fully discussed.3 According to Otter,
the Shah, when giving his last audience to Mustafa Pasha, charged him to
give a faithful account to his sovereign of all that he had seen, and to
assure the Sultan that he would have news of him as soon as he returned
from India.4
Nadir's diplomacy is worthy of notice on this occasion. He had no
wish to cause a definite breach with the Sultan at that particular time,
but, on the other hand, he would not submit to dictation from Turkey.
He, therefore, damped, but did not extinguish the fire of religious con-
troversy, so as to be able to fan it into flame directly it suited his purpose
to do so.
1 T.N., p. 189.
*	The Turks doubtless objected to this term, because of its ambiguous nature; for its use to
designate a sect of the Shi'a, see p. 279 below.
*	T.N., p. 189.
« Vol. I, p. 225.

